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Welcome to the fifth Cairns Ukulele Festival 
from Festival Producer Gabrielle thomasz

It’s great to be able to celebrate this with 
festival favourites from the past few years, six-
time Grammy Award-winning Daniel Ho, Mike 
Jackson, Ryo Montgomery and Craig Chee. 

These players have significantly contributed 
to the festival with their performances, 
dedication, experience and friendship. 

Of course it’s also wonderful to be sharing 
this with new festival artists from all over the 
world and Australia. 

We welcome them to tropical Far North 
Queensland and thank them in advance for 
their participation. 

The Cairns Ukulele Festival relies on the 
generosity of our sponsors and volunteers and 
we are forever grateful to those who enable 
us to put on a big show every year. Special 
mention and thanks go out to Cairns Regional 
Council, Tourism and Events Queensland, 
Lanikai, KoAloha, Migration Plus, Kala and 
Music City, all of whom have sponsored the 
festival for all five years. 

Lanikai came on board this year as the 
sponsor for the Get Off Ya Couch Tour, which 
attracted a lot of national attention. Michael 
‘the Living Poet’ Jones travelled all the way 
from Adelaide to Cairns to spread the message 
for people to get off their couches, live life to 
the fullest - and come to the Cairns Ukulele 
Festival. He’s one special person and I hope 
you get to spend some time with him during 
the festival.

Then there are the invaluable volunteers. 
The number of return volunteers is incredible 
and I thank you for your hard work.

It makes an organiser’s job a lot easier and 
other volunteers jobs a lot more fun when 
working with these experienced festival 
workers.

Two people in particular have made a huge 

contribution to this year’s festival: Aleta Tulk 
and MaryBeth Gundrum. 

Aleta coordinates the Uke Art Exhibition 
and is in charge of the operational side of the 
Community Concert Day. 

MaryBeth coordinates all our PR and 
communications. 

Their jobs require total dedication and I 
sincerely appreciate the passion, time and 
many hours they have put into the festival. 

In 2014, the festival continues to grow 
and evolve, with a swag of new festival 
components and events, in part due to 
partnerships with new sponsors and venues. 

This year we have chartered our own boat 
for the mystery tour, taking punters to the 
Great Barrier Reef whilst enjoying ukulele 
playing and concerts on board of our private 
catamaran. 

The Reef Hotel Casino has become part of 
this year’s festival in a big way by hosting 
the popular Ukulele Party Night and movie 
screenings. 

Cairns Esplanade hosts a free ukulele 
workshop by Mike Jackson and hula dancing 
workshop with Australia’s first official hula 
school from the Gold Coast. 

Gilligan’s Resort will be our home on the 
Sunday where there will be concerts, jams and 
an open mic session from midday until late. 

Of course the Hilton hosts many of our 
events once again, such as the opening 
night and Friday night concert, and a new 
songwriter event against the backdrop of 
Cairns Marina. 

Many of our events are free to attend and 
most gigs are all ages, so get off ya couch and 
enjoy the 2014 Cairns Ukulele Festival! 

Gabrielle Thomasz
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Around 40 local and interstate artists have donated their time to paint, sculpt 
and transform ukuleles into a work of art. Now in the fifth year, the Uke Art 
Exhibition has become a must-see event on the festival calendar with designs 
ranging from fun, interesting, ‘out there’ to simply beautiful.

The exhibition also raises funds for a local charity through a silent auction. All 
ukes are up for auction to the highest bidder and profits this year will go Rosie’s 
Food Van, which helps feed and support homeless people in Cairns.

When Koyama Ukuleles Australia heard about the Uke Art Exhibition and the 
charity aspect of it, they immediately committed to come on board to help the 
cause. They have generously donated a one-off Cairns Ukulele Festival Custom 
Ukulele, which will be on display as part of the art exhibition at the Red Chair 
Gallery and raffled off during the exhibition. It has festival art engraved on the 
body of the ukulele.
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Workshops & Movies
2-3 July:  KoAloha Ukulele Build
2 July 10am:  Uke ‘n Play Workshop with Mike Jackson (for absolute 

beginners!) on the Esplanade
4 July 1pm:  Hula Dancing Workshop with the Gold Coast Hula Dance 

School, Australia’s first official hula school
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Thursday 3 july
This year, the festival presents a new event, 
the Maton Ukulele Songwriters on the 
Waterfront at Mondo Restaurant. 
The show will feature several ukulele 
songwriters from around Australia and 
New Zealand. While the sun sets over the 
Trinity Inlet and Marina – which form the 
backdrop of this event – punters can enjoy 
a delicious meal, a cold drink and fresh 
ukulele sounds. 
The inaugural Maton Ukulele Songwriters 
on the Waterfront will feature Nick 
Paisley, Cameron Murray and Mirrabooka 
from NSW, local songstress Rachel Bradley 
and Paul Jonson from New Zealand. These 
acts will cover a range of musical styles 
from pop to classic 20′s style music, 
through to country and blues. 

Following their performances, we will 
head upstairs to the Hilton Six Degrees 
Bar for the Opening Night festivities. 
To book your seat at Mondo’s, please 
give them a call and indicate you are with 
the Cairns Ukulele Festival. Also please 
confirm whether you will be dining or just 
enjoying a drink. 
The food is always amazing at this 
restaurant, so we highly recommend that 
you plan to have dinner there with us. 
Capacity is limited so please book early. 

Mondo Restaurant @ Cairns Hilton 
5pm start 
Ph 07 4052 6780

Maton Songwriters 
on the waterfront
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The iconic Cairns Hilton has emerged 
from extensive refurbishments as one 
of Tropical North Queensland’s most 
contemporary hotels. 

Come along to the Cairns Ukulele Festival 
Opening Night at the Hilton 6 Degrees Bar 
and meet and greet the artists, learn to play 
the world record song and enjoy live music! 

The night starts with a free Uke ‘n’ Play 
performance and workshop with Mike and 
Thom Jackson. There will loan ukuleles 
available as well as ukes for sale for those 
who are interested in learning the ukulele.
At the end of this session you will be 
playing basic songs and have enough 

knowledge to play the world record song, 
“Dance the Night Away”.

We have lots of other surprises in store 
for you this night. Expect to laugh, play 
and enjoy a sample of the festival line-up 
on this night. 

Entry is free and all ages.

KALA OpeninG Night Modern.Tropical.Paradise

The iconic Hilton Cairns has emerged     
from extensive refurbishments as one          

of Tropical North Queensland’s most 
contemporary hotels. 



8

27 June – 11 July: Uke Art Exhibition (I)
1 July 10.30am: Screening (18+) “Blue Hawaii” (free) (D)

2 July 10am: Mike Jackson Uke ‘n Play Ukulele workshop and Dr 
Knickerbocker’s String Magic Show (free) (G)

2 July 6pm: Bad Boys and Girls of Uke Jam (free) (F)
2-3 July: KoAloha Ukulele Building workshop (closed) (E)

3 July 3.30pm: Screening KoAloha Movie (free) (D)
3 July 5pm: Maton Ukulele Songwriters on the Waterfront (free) (A)

3 July 7pm: Kala Opening Night (free) (A)
4 July 7.45am: Eddy Finn Ukulele Mystery Tour (ticketed) (H)

4 July 1pm: Hula dancing workshop (free) (G)
4 July 3.30pm: Screening “Under the Boardwalk: A Ukulele 

Love Story” (free) (D)
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4 July 8pm: Feature jazz fusion concert (ticketed) (A)
5 July 12pm: Community Concert Day and 

World Record Attempt (free) (B)
5 July 6.30pm: Ukulele Party Night (free – all ages) (D)

6 July 11am: Koyama Australian Ukulele Showcase, Ukulele 
Jam and open mic (free) (C)

6 July 3pm: Finale Concert  (ticketed) (C)

All venues are within walking distance from each other 
in the CBD, except Holloways Beach which is a 

short drive or bus trip from the CBD. 

You can find this map online at cairnsukulelefestival.net/2014-dates/

program & Locations
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Join us for an exquisite evening of jazz and fusion 
with a stellar international lineup at the Cairns 
Hilton.  Ryo Natoyama is one of Japan’s most 
exciting young talents, while Abe Lagrimas Jr is 
an internationally acclaimed jazz musician from 
Hawaii.  Australia’s first lady of jazz Janet Seidel is 
joined by brother David on double bass and the 
hottest jazz ukulele musician downunder, Chuck 
Morgan. Tickets: cairnsukulelefestival.net
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Ukulele Workshops
The 2014 workshops are proving as popular as ever, 
so it’s essential to book early. Taught by the best 
there is - Daniel Ho, Craig Chee, Paul Johnson and 
more - whatever skills you need to improve, there is a 
workshop here for you!
Book early online to avoid disappointment as numbers 
are strictly limited!
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Saturday 5 july
Community Concert Day
including world record attempt
We are proud to bring you a day full of free entertainment for the whole family 
and a chance for you to take part in the World Record Attempt, ‘largest ukulele 
ensemble’. We’ll be in Fogarty Park on the Esplanade in the CBD of Cairns from 
12pm onwards, with performances by ukulele clubs, schools and other artists. 
This is a day full of ukulele excitement, with the record attempt at 4.30pm, 
followed by more performances.
There will be market stalls, free kids and adults ukulele workshops, kids 
activities and more! Bring a blanket and have a picnic with the family.

Main Stage
12 midday: TUG – Tablelands Ukulele Group
12.30 pm: FN Ukes – Far North Ukes
1pm: Panton Hill Ukulele Club
1.30 pm: Gold Coast Hula School
1.55 pm: Raffle draw
2pm: Metchaculture
2.20 pm: Uke4Kids 
2.40 pm: Townsville Ukulele Club
3.10 TAS Euphonious Ukes – Trinity Anglican 
School
3.40 pm: Raffle draw
3.45 pm: Cairns Ukulele Club 
4.00 pm: Massive ukulele jam with festival 
artists and audience / warm up and tuition for 
attempt
4.30pm: World Record Attempt
5.15pm: Central Coast Ukulele Club
5.45pm: Surprise!
6pm: Finish -> get ready for a big party night at the Casino (straight after) with 
Ukulele Bartt Warburton (USA), Craig Chee (USA), Tomoki Sato (Japan), The 
Montgomery Brothers and Tiffany Ann Smith 
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The Cairns Ukulele Festival and The Reef Hotel Casino present a huge night of 
ukulele entertainment featuring a cast of international ukulele stars. Following 
the action packed community concert day and world record attempt in Fogarty 
Park, the ukulele party continues with four ukulele acts across the road at 
Vertigo Bar and Lounge.
Ukulele Bartt from California is one of the world’s most entertaining ukulele 
players. He will be followed by festival favourite Craig Chee, originally from 
Hawaii and now from California as well. Craig returns for a fourth time to 
the festival with a huge stage show with many surprise collaborations and 
the joie de vie he is so well-known for. Tomoki Sato is one of Japan’s hottest 
new ukulele acts. With musical influences such as Tommy Emmanuel, Jake 
Shimabukuro, John Mayer and Bruno Mars, audiences can expect an interesting 
performance that will show off his instrumental ukulele skills and soulful vocals. 
The Montgomery Brothers are one of Cairns’ most in demand live bands. Lead 
vocalist and ukulele player Ryo Montgomery travels the world non-stop playing 
ukulele festivals in Asia and Hawaii these days. The band will also provide 
backing for many of the evening’s acts and present Tiffany Ann Smith, a vibrant 
young rising star, who always has the audience eating out of her hand.
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Get ready for a big day at Gilligans from midday with a plethora of acts, including 
the winners of the Koyama Kings competition, Uke4Kids. There will be an open 
mic session, ukulele showcase and jam before we head inside for the feature 
festival finale concert with The Montgomery Brothers and...

Daniel Ho
Six-time Grammy Award-winner Daniel Ho is no 
stranger to the Cairns Ukulele Festival. One of the 
most popular artists we have hosted in the past 
four years, Daniel is excited to return to Cairns. “It 
is a beautiful, relaxing place – a welcome contrast 
to the mad hustle of Los Angeles. Everyone at 
the festival is there to have a good time and so 
passionate about the ‘ukulele. We have fond 
memories of snorkelling at Green Island, riding 
the cableway through the rainforest, the Kuranda 
train, and the best part about Queensland…carrying 
a koala! I’ve done a few recordings since my last 
visit and I’m looking forward to sharing some new 
songs at the festival as well as conducting ukulele 
workshops and seeing many people again”. 

Nino and Gogo 
Nino and Gogo are an uber cool instrumental 
duo from Japan. Their colourful and original 
compositions have won them many prizes in 
Japan, interestingly enough, with one of those 
prizes being awarded in a competition at which 
festival artist Daniel Ho was the judge! Nino 
and Gogo make the ukulele and guitar blend 
together so tastefully. Nino is always keen to show 
off the potential of the ukulele and dispel any 
preconceptions people might have. For several 
years, the duo were unable to fit a performance at 
the Cairns Ukulele Festival into their busy touring 
schedule, but this year the stars finally aligned and 
Cairns will be the first and only city to host them 
on this trip





www.LanikaiUkuleles.com    
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Visit us and stop by the 
stand 

at the Cairns 
Ukulele
 Festival 

2014!


